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Civil Air Patrol teens gain an adva;ntage In everyday life

aitlin Cecil could be
spending this
particularly sticky
Thursday night at the
movies. She could be at a
friend’s house playing Wii or
eating French fries on the
boardwalk. Instead, Cecil is
dressed in fatigues, sandy hair
tucked under a military-style
cap, walking through drills
with other identically dressed
teenagers on an asphalt

parking lot near the Salisbury-

Ocean City: Wicomico
Regional Airport.
Cecil is an Airman 1st Class
with the Wicomico Civil Air
Patrol. She is 16, but shows no
signs of awkward teenager-
ness; the only real clue to her
youth is the chipped orange
nail polish on her short
fingernails. She speaks with
enthusiasm about her goal to
attend Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University after
h.lgh school unctuatmg each

sentence with “ma’am.” “Yes,
ma’am, I'd like to become a
pilot,” she said. “I'm just not
sure how to get there yet.”

The Civil Air Patrol was
founded nearly 67 years ago as
the official auxiliary of the
United States Air Force.
Members are civilian
volunteers who assist with
search and rescue missions,
disaster relief and homeland
security. Students as young as
12 can join CAP as cadets.
Cecil was 15 when she got
involved with the local
squadron.

“I just love it,” she said. “It’s
taught me so much about
leadership. And a lot about self
respect.”

Nearby in the CAP trailer,
Lt. Bob Bryant is showing off
a balsa wood model airplane
he pieced together earlier in
the afternoon. The cadets’
summer project, he said, will
be to build their own control
line planes and learn how t

fly them. Bryant, once a junior
high school CAP cadet (and
now manager of Salisbury’s
airport), is the squadron’s
aerospace instructor. He
introduces the cadets to
everything from rockets and
space to planes and weather.
And demonstrates how much
fun it can be.
“Today everything is so
computer-oriented. I want
‘them to build things, to set a
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“You should have
heard the oohs and aahs
when that thing was
going up with flames
coming out of
everywhere except where
they were supposed to,”
said Bryant. “It was one
of those moments when
the cadets had a problem

" and they had to overcome
it and build something
new.”

With just three weeks
left before the contest, the g
cadets rallied to create a !
new rocket that got its
payload back on the
ground safely. In
competition, the rocket
managed an altitude of
880 feet, and the team

placed a respectable 82nd




